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This is only one of many cases in which workers have
revolted against the confined barrack life they are com-
pelled to live. After bearing it as long as they can, many
fathers of families simply run away to see their beloved
ones again. All of them are hounded down by the police
or tracked by Gestapo agents, dragged before the courts
and sentenced. Many, even men over forty, have been
simply sent to the front line, enrolled into labour
gangs in the army of workers on the West-Wall
fortifications.
Among these war-workers are scores who have never
done any physical work in their lives. They have
been taken from their jobs as salesmen, clerks, book-
keepers, tram and bus conductors and in a three
weeks' course trained for their new work. Proudly the
Nazi radio has introduced an actor, a peasant, and
a university lecturer among the workers employed in a
steel factory.
What these people think and feel in the strange jobs
to which they are utterly unfitted is no matter of concern
to the Nazi authorities.
I have left off the account of my friend who was on
his way to Munich. He reached there, after a twenty-six
hours' journey and he went down with a severe cold an
hour after he arrived.
His ordeal is nothing compared with that of
another type of German "traveller" I want to discuss
now.
Official Nazi sources give the number of these
"travellers" as 400,000, but this can be regarded as
an understatement.
Every one of these 400,000 will receive a one-way
ticket only and he or she leaves behind a broken-up
home and goes off to a bleak and uncertain future.